
The Story of f)je
How Moses Y. Beach Got the
News in the Early Days
of Journalism and Man- - j

aged to Beat the Town j

By FRANK M. O'BRIEN.
This is the sixth of a series of articles narrating the history of THE

SUN. and giving a vital, intimate view of metropolitan life and journal- -

ism during more than eighty eventful years. The first article, printed
on February 24, told of tlx founding of the paper by Benjamin H. Day.
i,September, i8jj. and of its rapid rise to success. The second and
titfrd gave a full account of the memorable moon hoax, which madY,
THE SUN famous all over the world: ,tnrf the fourth continued the!
record to the date of the sale of the pap-- r to its second proprietor, Moses'
Y. Beach, first announced in February, iSj8. The fifth, printed last
Sunday, reviews Day's achievement in journalism and compares THE
SUN of those days with its contemporaries.

aecond owner of Tun BVN,

THE Yule Beach, was. like
Day. founder of the paper

Yankee. He was horn In the old
Connecticut town of Walllngford on
.isnuary 7, 1800. Ha had a little edu-iu'lo- n

In the common schools, hut
showed more Interest In mechanics
"inn 1n hooks. When he wn.s 14 he
WSJ hound out to a rahlnet maker in
Hartford. 7 Us skill was so fine that he
saw the nee,:iessne.s of serving the
customary seven years, and his Indus- -

try so great that he was ahle, hy doing
extra work Jn odd times, to get

enough money to buy his
freedom from hla master. Ho sot up
a cabinet shop of his own at North-
ampton. Mass.

When Reach was 20. he made th
acquaintance of Miss Nancy Pay of
Springfield, the elster of Benjamin H.
Pay, then a boy of 10 years. Boaoh
and Miss Day were married In 1821.
and as the business at Northampton
was not prospering they settled down
In Springfield.

The young man was a good cabinet
maker, hut his mind ran to Inventions
rather than to cheats and highboys.
Steamboat navigation had not yet at-
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would have made a of this
boat line his money resources had
been adequate.
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and eleven others were killed. The
Canadian, Mcleod, who boasted of be-Ip- g

a participant, was arrested when
ho ventured across the American
border in 1840.

A War Threat Flaac.
The British Government made a de-

mand for his release, Insisting that
What M 'I.eod had done was an act of
war, performed unuer the orders of
his commanding officer. Capt. Drew.
President Van Buron replied that the
American Government had several
times asked tho British Government
whether the destruction of the Caro-
line was an act of war, and had never
received a reply; and further, that the
Federal Government had no power to
prevent the State of New York from
trying persons indicted within its
Jurisdiction.

The whole country realized the hos-til- o

attitude of the British Ministry',
and accepted Its threat that war would
bo declared If McLeod wero not re-

leased. The trial took place at Ctlca,
N. Y., and Tub Si n printed from two
to five columns a day about It. II. ran
a special train from Utlca to Schenec-
tady. There a famous driver, Otis
Dlmmiok, waited with a flue team of
horses to take the story to the Albany
boat, the fasteat means of transporta-
tion between the State capital and tha
metropolis. Tub Bun declared that
one day Dlmmlck and his horses made
the sixteen miles between Schenectady
and Albany in forty-nin- e minutes.

And the end of it nil was proof that
MeLeod. who had boasted of killing
"a damned Yankee." had been usleop
in Chippewa on the night of the Caro-
line affair, and was nothing worse
than a braggart. So the war cloud
tlew over.

Beach was a man of great faith In
railroads and all other forma of prog

J sr.
iSJsHe mi ns SSs "gswesti mm

A woodcut printed in THE
SUN. July 28, 1839, on the ar-

rival of the steamship British
Queen.
ress. When the Boston and Albany
road Was finished The SrN related
how a barrel of flour was growing In
the field in Canandalgua on a Mo-
ndaythe barrel hi a tree and the flour
In the wheat and on Wednesday,
transformed nnd ready for the baker,
it was In Boston.

Bperm candles manufactured by Mr.
Psnnlman at Albany on Wednesday
morning were burning at Faneull Hall
and at the Tremont, In Boston, on the
evening of the same day,

The I ntuliiic of the Telegraph.
Titr; St n had faith In Morse nnd his

telegraph from the outset. Tl e inven-
tion wus born in Nassau street, only a
block or two from Thk Si n"s office.
Morse put the wire into practical use
between Baltimore ami Washington on
May 21, 1S44, That was a Friday.
Thk Si n said nothing aboHt It the
next day, and had no Sunday paper;
but on Monday it said editorially:

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH The new
Invention is completed from Baltimore
to Washington, The wire, perfectly se-

cured against the weather by a cover-
ing of rope yarn end t.i". - conducted
0.1 the top ,,;' pjsts ah ai' twenty feet
high and one hundred yards spart. The
nominations of the convention this day
are 1,1 be conveyed to Washington hy
,1.1 llMMh IW will hi I

a few seconds. On Saturday morning
the batteries were charged and the reg- -
ular transmission of Intelligence lie- -

tween Washington and Baltimore com- -

tr.eneed. At half past 11
A.. M. the question being asked what
wj the news Washington, the. an
swer was almost lnstsntaneousl re-

turned i "Van Buren stock is rising."
This is indeed the annihilation of space.

It is hardly necessary to eay that;
the convention referred to was the
Democratic national convention a'
Baltimore, that Van Huron's stock, high
early in the proceedings, fell again, and
James IC Polk was tho nominee.

But as Now York was not fortunate
enough to have the first commercial
telegraph line. The Sun had to rely on
Its own efforts for speedy news from
tha convention. It ran epeclal trains
from Baltimore, "beating the United
States mall train and locomotive an
hour or two."

Morse's Telegraph.
Tin Sun soon afterward expressed

annoyance at a report that it was
Itself a part of a monopoly which svas
to control the telegraph and that it
had bought a telegraph line from
New York to Springfield, Mass. It in- -

sisted that there should be no monop-
oly and that the use of the telegraph
must bo open to all. There was no
suggestion that Morwe Intended to con-

trol his Invention Improperly, bin

The Sun was not quite satisfied with
the Government's lassitude. Morse
had offered his rights to the Govern-
ment for J100.000, and Congress had
sneered.

It was not until 1846 that tho h

was extended to New York, and
In the meantime the New Y'ork
papers used such other means as they
could for the collection of news. Be-- j
sides trains, ships, horses and tho liuetl
foot of the reporter there were pig- -

eons. Beach went in for pigeons ex- -

tenslvely. When The Si n moved from '

168 Nassau street, in tho Rummer or
1143, it took a six story building at
the southwest corner of Nassau and
Pulton streets, securing about three
times as much room aa it had In the
three story building at Spruce street.
txn the top of the new building Beach
built a pigeon house, which stood for
half a century- -

The SonV Winged Messensers.
Tha strange. Imxllke cote attracted

not only tho attention of Mr. Bennett,
whoso Htfald was quartered lust
across the street, but of all the folk
who came and went In that buey re-

gion. So many were the queries from
friends and the quips from enemies
concerning the pigeon house that The
Bun (December 14, 1848) vouchsafed
to explain:

Why, wo have had a school of carrier
pigeons In the upper apartments of The
Sun office dice we have occupied the
building. Did our contemporaries

that wo ever could be at fault In
furnishing the earliest news to our read-
ers? Of did they Indulge, the hopo that
in newspaper enterprise they could catch
us napping'.'

Currier pigeons have lens been re-

marked for their sagacity and admired
for their usefulness, They are of nil
birds the most Invaluable, and as aux-
iliary to a newspaper cannot be too
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If there was delay In the arrival of
the Boston steamer, and the weather
clear, we despatched our oholee pigeon.
Sam Patch, down the Sound, and he
Invariably came hack with a slip of deli-
cate tissue paper tied under his whig
containing the news. We thus are ap-
prised of the arrival of the Reamer some
two hours before any on" elsu hears of
her. Our men are at their cases; the
steam Is up In our pressroom and our
extras are always out first.

We sometimes let one of our carrier's
fly to tho Narrows, and in twenty min-
utes or so we know what Is coming In.
thirty miles from Sandy Hook Light.
We despatch them RS far as Albany on
any Important mission; frequently to
New Jersey, and In Ihe summer time
they sometimes look hi at Rockaway
and let us know what is going on at
tin; pavilion, We have a small sliding
door in our observatory on the top of
Tilt: BUN office through Which the little
aerials pas.s. By sending off one every
liltlo while we ascertain the details of
whatever Is Important or interest. ng at
any given point.

"Sixty ibmr." himself cornice
magnified pigeon

down, wrote
Beach. appeared

generally
hours They come through
fioui Albany In about hours

solar time. They fly exceedingly
high keep until they make
spires of city, tlion descend.
have 0110 accident,
believe only flock of

Importance, in country
give brief detail "them

pigeon;,'' because prying friends
neighbors in newspaper way have

meagre, guesswork account of
them, because we dislike
tery artlttCS In business

Sliced speed
demand of hour, particularly

wife
genius,

worldly
"The Narrative

Pym," "The Murders in
'JolJ

S4

T R A S U N

liLLMUMiiiiii

but . , Forsyth,
precarious. 1 ic nau in m

with KoafJirrn
the luaoannv word'

tfrowilll .uci.unnr, ,,,,.,
Issued

of fated never to
be born.

fortunes were at their lowest
when be arrived In Tork on

. 1x14. and family founJ
rooms street, Cedar,

thick of business
"The house Is and looks buggy,"
he wrote a
best he could do with less $5 In

pocket.

and Balloon Hoax.
have more money. The

newspapers seemed be
available place to i and BVN

the live-- of them. Speel- - that
they wanted. They had

having ocean steamships until they
were almost sick, were

Horses an story.
The still regarded as
theory, it hardly appealed to
Imagination,

Pigeons? Perhaps there lnspi- -

ration sight of Patch
Sllles an on n of Tup

They often sixty Bl'K'i building. A

miles hour, ea-- v example, a would an airship. Poe Fat him
half dozen the "balloon and
daylight morning arrive about n!d if lo If In
noon, beating mail tuk Strv of Anril 1844,

or so. ran 11 faCSd heading that
two and a

half,
and so

We
lost by any

ours Is value
or

We of
our and

ruch a
and any mya-

or our opera-
tions.

nnd more was tho news-
paper the

his and
was a

to $4..'i0.

the

had

the tAtrrary
000

the new
own

His

his
in near

now the the
old

but It was the

his
Toe (he

He had
the

get
was

were
was

and the

was
tho

fly at the rate
an For

will
this and Mr.

the IS.

the
the and

not and
the
the

this

tho

supplemented bv a woodcut of
three race horSS flying under the
whip their and the subtitle
' tho following

ASTOUNPIN'fl INTELMOKNCK
BNPBKBS I'ROM

CHARtiKSTON, VIA
OPE AN isspn

in THREE pays:::- - vp.mivai,
r HI'l.l, IVAN'S I BLAND OP A

INVENTED
Ml!. M INCH M ASv.V

Wsgtop the press St a late hour to an- -

pounce that ny a express iram
among the penny papers. Sin South Carolina, we are Just
and the lirrald had been battling for put in possession full details of the
years, with competitors springing up most extraordinary adventure ever
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other editorial article on the hoax ap
peared :

IIAI.I.OOM EXPRESS We have been
with the comments of

upon the balloon express. The
more Intelligent editors saw Its object
at onee. On the other hand, many of
our those

too Ignorant to appreciate the
pleasant have to us the
worst basest motives. Wo expected
as much.

The of Tnr.
evidently to

hold up to view the craze of the day
for speed In the of news
and men. Yet Tit BUN as the
leader of had been
to the cause of this
craze. It had the to
read the news and to hanker for more.

Mysterr Marr Angers.
was another story which Poe

and Thk BUN shared ono that
outlive even the balloon Almost
burled the third page of Hps of Vork them- -

of July lis. 1S41, was this
in agate type:

Ift Vn f unday
July 83, a young lady ; had on a white
dress, black shawl, blue scarf. leghorn
hat, light colored shoes,
light colored : It Is some acci-
dent has liefallen
give information respecting her at 126

street shall be rewarded for
their trouble.

Tho next The BfN said In Its
news
fJ?"Tho body of a young lady some
eighteen or twenty ears of WSS
found hi the water at Hobol.en. From
tho of dress, fears are
entertained that It is the body of Miss

lingers, is advertised In
paper as having

from her home, 12ij Nassau street, on
last.

The fears were well grounded, for
the dead girl WES Cecilia Bogers,

by "tho cigar who hail
It Atlantic been tin; magnet John
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A Moral Lesson
I? by being placed In such

In 0111 of the most public spots
city unfortunate

was led into a train
associations which

proved not only her an un-
timely and violent death In prime
of youth and beauty. From being
as an of cupidity as a
of "man trap'' to bv charms
the gay and giddy the of the

ioe lunimiira unuw ana or constant
bs relied on as and accurate j become the victim the very
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the body In box hired lnno
to haul It 10

to
Orleans. This affair drove the

out the types left It for
to preserve with

of the thinly veiled
and the scene transferred to larls.

the propeller broke Visit to
balloon, caught in great social event of the townwind, was carried across the ,g42 waB vi)t Charles Hlekena

antic the of or more',,,. ., expected for several vears
mi.es hour. Mr. Masonan a In ns far as October iS, 1838journal, to which, at the each'j-n- l N remarked:
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The mechanism of IMcUens's America.
the strong!

At speed

of

Germany,

Bos is coming to America hour
he will not make a fool of himself
like a majority of his distinguished
countrymen vviio preceded

Si n out on the
Dickens landed, but it was not in

honor put rather because of the

moiia i no nsssHiiMers ere .vir. nanes
ie kens, the author, and his

180. in the balloon Nassau landsd

hours later.

nf literary

familiar period.

ends.

balloon
attempt

from
which

of

press

satire ascribed

of

hoax.

Whoever

The;e
fallen victim

males

Hi- -

of

wis

Ji.11
further

down
ship

In
names

kept fact,

Moul- -

when
of

m-.-

to how liked
America. But society was waiting for
HOS, and he was tossed about 011

lively sea of receptions n'ld dinners
J'he presently thought that
young author was being exploited over-
much

air. Pickens, we no doubt, is
respectable gentleman, and we
that Is a anil

able author. He has written several
books put ihe reading world
:u most In this
way bus done nun to promote the
general happiness of and
honestly deserves their gratitude.

'hi' water for the
of travelling in America, where

his been extensively re id
land admired, lie is. of course, received
and treated with marked civility, atten-
tion and respect, Vo should he ashamed
of our countrymen if it were otherwise,
Inning his slay a!
gave him
Haven he

regard,
been
were right r.

pulilic dinner. At New
I vi a similar token of

In this a ball
All these attentions

id and as tar a.s
we can they have been uniformly
condui'tt d in a gentlemanly ami reaped-- 1

a. ne mariner, he allKe In the char-
acters of those gave ami
received them

But few catchers of the prei-'-

are determined to make money out of
Bol, The are stuffed
lithograph likenesses of Which re-

semble the original Just about as much
as he resemhlcs a horse. Ills own
would not fSCUglllte In any other
way hy the word "Hoi" written
under them.

a corps of sneaking reporters,
of fresh London, are

pursuing him like ft park of at
Ills heels to catch of his
eve. every motion of hlfl hands and every

he speaks, to he dished up
all conenh embellishments by

lien and pencil, end published in extras,
pamphlet ami handbills make nil
this trash sell In the narkct tho
greatest POSSlbte hurrah must made
by the patters Interested In the epecula-tion- s,

and therefore the whole American
people are basely caricatured by
and represented as one vast fol-

lowing Dickens plaee t" place and
Striving even to touch the hem of his
garment.

our readers ftt a distance may
not he Induc ed to Suppose that the lod

on Till New befooling

day

thus

path

Hon.

few

cent

end

here.

liini.
Titr. an extra day

have

agree

him who

with

wife
them

than

wink

with able-

well

them

selves In Way, w o betr leave to as
sure that all these absurd reports
ere ridiculous caricatures, hatched from
the prolific brains nf a few reckless re-

porters for a few unprincipled papers.
They do in truth make as great fools nf
themselves as they represent the pttbllO
10 be generally. But beyond
narrow and Contemptible cirele we are
happy to that Mr. Pickens is

with that manly and sincere
Which is so Justly his due, and

which must convince him thai he Is
amongst a warm hearted people, who
know both bow to respect their guest
and themselves,

Ron Voyage to Dickens.
When Dickens sailed for home, In

June, Tint bade him bon voyage
with but a paragraph, It was more

a year afterward that It came !o
him again: and meanwhile he had
trodden on the toes of America:

appearance of the current number
of "The Life and Adventures of Martin
CllUtStewit" will not add to the happi-
ness of retrospection". Where Is tint
Boston committee, where renowned
getters up of tiie Hotel dlpner and
the ball at the Park Theatre, with its
tableaux- - vivanis, its splendid decora-
tions and tickets at ten ir.s

The scene Is passing now before cur
memory the crammed theatre, full up
to its third tier, the dense crowd open-
ing a passage for Mr. Pickens, and Die
proud and happy committee While b
passes up the centre of the stage aaitd
huEiai and the waving of handkerchiefs,
while the hand , t playing "llod Save the
Jucen" .md "see. ,,. Conquering

Comes." And our Irving, our llalleck,
our Bryant passed around In t: crowd,
unnoticed and almost unknown, shame!

our cheeks crimson, as ought,
The "Son's" (.ronlng Prosperity.

Pi Itself was doing very nicely.
On its tenth birthday. Keptunlier 3.
1S43, it announced that it employed
eight editors and reporters, twenty
compositors, sixteen pressmen, twelve

l) and counters, ar one hundred
carriers. The circulation of the dailv
paper was SS.fioi.. 01' the WnL'KtiT S-- v
11,030,

I Mr. Beach owned Thk 81 is'g new
home at Fulton and Nassau streets
nnd the building at led Nassau street,
which ho had recently vacated, and
which was burned down in tho lire of
February fi. 1S45. He had a Umdon
correspondent who ran a special horse
express to carry the news from I.om-do- n

to Bristol. BfN reporter went
io report Webster's speech mi the

it day when Bunker ill Monu-
ment was finished. He got down or- -
rectly at least the last sentence;
' hank Go. I. a:-,- , am

' "lean
With a clri illation by r.i t

Amer- -

in the worlfl TllS Si n was obi
to buy a n w dres.-- of tvoe everv

brother of Samuel Colt, Inventor, I for the dny the curved str
killed Samuel Adams, olio ihe ''eotypo plate was Mill far off, Car'
ing printers of New York. had '" 1S4,i nw each capsbl
gone to UOIt S at Broadway ' ".vvu vj an were in n
and street to a bill, in '"'", "f 112.000,

Colt, who had a furious temper. The size of the paper grew con
oiuroerea mm witn n hammer. pacKea Kiwuugn iiencn stuci; to a
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Adams

four shee. borause ,,f tho 11m.
tions of the presses Instead of a.li!
ing pages, lie added columns, From
Pay's little three column St'N the pa-
per had grown, by April of 1S40, ,,
a width of seven columns, of the
total of twenty-eigh- t columns in an
issue twenty-on- e ani a half were de-
voted to advertising, three to mixed
news and editorials, tvw, nnd a half to
tho court repo-t- s and one column to
reprint.

With tho page seven columns wide
Beach thought tint ti.e two words-T- ag

St s looked lonelv. and to fill rati
j the bending he changed It to rend Thk

.m.w vork Fills continued from
April n to Scpteiniier 29, 1840. when
the proprietor saw how much more
economical it would In (o cut out
"New York ' and push the tir-- f ami
seventh column! of t'.ie first uaco 1111

to the top' of the papei Then, if wasarrival of the Britannia with a budget
e..r, .,.... ,.,.., , ,Thb Sb'N OIK'S more in headline us

'" ,n '""'y-Continental paragraphs was this one; ,

The paper is never Jiik Nk.vv
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word
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nour.
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Yonic
Si x except in primitive minds, Kugene
Field's poem lo the contrary notwith-
standing. 11 - Tug s v . universal in
its spir.t. and published in New Y"rk
by the accident of birth,

Three years after that Tub BUN be-

came an eight column paper, and there
were no more sneers at the blanket
sheets, for Thk Bit Itself was getting
pretty wide.

It was in the reign ,.f Moses Y,
Beach, as owner of Tnr Suti thai
Horace Greeley came to stay In Ne 1
York Journalism. He had beei falrl
successful as editor of the ou Ytirhi ,

ami his management of the rnmpalt-'- l

paper called the Co, in. Issued In
1 s to in the interest of Urn, Harrlsm ,

waa masterly, With the prestige thus
obtained ho was able, on April 1, 1(41,
to stnrt the Tribune,

7 (i Pe saaflssed la next gundev'S BttN

Production of Fuel llrliinels.
WssttiNaTONa March 8 The output

of f.n briquets in tin' I'nited KtaUS
1.1 ID 17 was valued at 12, 323, Sen, "a
increase over JlHO of 1 7 .'.".''.. or .'', uf
cent, in value, again breaking tl:.. ire-or- d

of the previous year, Ace irdlng
to C. V. l,esher of the I nil.d Slates
tlSOlogical Survey the demand for fuel
in i tM" was hi strong throughout tha
whole vear that there was no lack nf
market to limit, the production of the
brinucl manufacture.

i.


